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From Mr Tobias Read.

Sir, Britain’s education system
needs a miracle if it is to produce
enough engineers to meet soaring
demand from a number of industries,
including power and aerospace
(“Bishop calls out to engineers”,
January 14).

While the Bishop of Southwark
stopped short of asking for divine
intervention this week, his suggestion
that we inspire youngsters to take up
engineering by demonstrating its
relevance to tackling climate change
is a good one. A survey we conducted
with the UK Resource Centre for
Women in Science Engineering and
Technology last year confirms he is
on the right track: most engineers
questioned thought it was the best
hook to encourage young people into
the profession.

In the foreseeable future, salvation
for our large engineering employers
lies in recruiting from overseas, so let
us pray that the bishop’s advice will
be taken up by the government and
engineering groups soon.

Tobias Read,

Chief Executive,
Talascend Holdings,
Sheffield S9 1XE
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